The President's Corner 
By William H. English 
President, Association for Education of the Visually Handicapped 


In the area of measurement and evalua- 
tion in education, much stress is placed 
upon statistical evidence, depicting the re- 
sults in as an objective manner as pos- 
sible. Today’s educator finds himself sur- 
rounded with data, e.g.: quartile, percen- 
tile, standard deviation, reliability coeffi- 
cient. His problem lies with the proper 
interpretation and use of these statistical 
tools. With training he is capable of 
using this data to improve the educational 
program. 

Criteria for measuring successful in- 
struction cannot always be so objectively 
labeled or formulated. This is obviously 
true with respect to instructional pro- 
grams for the children whom it is our 
privilege to serve. While we certainly 
want, and strive for, our visually handi- 
capped boys and girls to become literate 
and responsible adult citizens, much more 
is at stake. 


It is our goal to demorstrate a high 
“reliability coefficient” between an instruc- 
tional program of daily living skills and 
the youngsters actual use of these skills. 
It is our responsibility to provide him with 
the necessary tools, skills and personal ad- 
justments that will make his entrance into 
the adult world one of ease and with full 
acceptance as an individual in his own 
right. His visual handicap cannot be al- 
lowed to stand in his way, to provide him 
with a built-in negative “standard devia- 
tion”. 

With proper motivation, instructional 
techniques, educational background and 
information, approach to the task at hand 
and a desire to see the task through to its 
fulfillment, we will be successful. This is 
the responsibility that the membership of 
AEVH has to every visually handicapped 
youngster. 
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